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Thanks for Gulls & God 
Luke 17:11-19 
11/21/21 
 
Thought for Meditation:  

Gratefulness is the inner gesture of giving meaning to our life by receiving life 
as a gift.  The deepest meaning of any given moment lies in the fact that it is given.  
Gratefulness recognizes, acknowledges, and celebrates this meaning.  
David Steindl-Rast 
 
Prelude       Come, Ye Thankful People, 
Come        Woods 

 
Welcome and Announcements                      
  Doug Marshall 

 
Call To Worship  Psalm 118:1, 24         
   Henry Kedzierski 

 L: O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
 P:  His steadfast love endures forever! 
 L: This is the day the Lord has made; 
 P:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 L:  Let us join together to give thanks to God. 
 
* Hymn of Praise   Now Thank We All Our God  
    #788 

 
Prayer of Confession 
  Loving God, as we gather today our lives are filled with your blessings.  You 
have given us many good gifts, but we confess that sometimes we love those gifts 
more than we love you.  We confess to wanting more and more; more food, more 
clothes, more money, more things, and more experiences.  Forgive us for not being 
content and thankful.  Forgive our selfishness.  Help us to love you more than 
everything else.   We pray in Jesus’ name.  

Silent Prayer of Confession… 
 
 



Assurance of Forgiveness Psalm 145:8-9 
 L:  The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in  
 steadfast love. 
 P:  The LORD is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has   

 made. 
   L:  Believe the good news; 
   P:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
   L:  In Jesus Christ we are freed from the power of sin and death! 
   All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 * Passing of the Peace 
   L:  Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  
The     peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 P:  And also with you. 
 

 * Glory Be To The Father       
        #813 
   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
   As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 
   World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

 Special Music     God of Heaven  (Sorenson)
     Chancel Choir 

 Scripture      Luke 17:11-19 
  (Page 910) 
 

 Sermon       Thanks For God and 
Gulls 
 

 * Hymn of Response  Give Thanks    
      #170 
 

 *Affirmation of Faith   The Apostles’ Creed 
   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the  Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  crucified, dead and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day He rose  again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right  hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He shall come to judge  the quick and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
 

 



Prayers of the People 
 
 
Call for Tithes and Offerings        
      Glenn Nordmark 
 
 
Offertory       Let All Things Now 
Living       Cherwien 
 
 
* Doxology         
          
 #166 

Praise God from Whom All blessings flow.   
Praise Him, all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise Him above ye heav’nly host.   
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
* Prayer of Dedication 
 
 
* Hymn of Dedication  Let All Things Now Living    
  #794 
 
 
* Charge and Benediction 
 
 
* Congregational Response 
 Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One; 
 Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.  Give thanks. 

 
* Postlude        Now Thank We All Our God   
    J.S. Bach 

The Prayer of Confession is adapted and reprinted by permission from The Worship 
Sourcebook, Second Edition, © 2013, Faith Alive Christian Resources. 
 
 
*PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE 
 



Welcome to Grace Community Presbyterian Church this morning.  Please join us for Coffee 
Fellowship in Cana Hall after the service.  Your hosts will be Dan and Teresa Howard. 

 

Operation Christmas Child  If you are available today at 2pm to help load cartons onto the 
trailer, please sign up by the office or see Steve Lester.   Your help is greatly appreciated.  If 
you have a dolly, that would expedite the workload. Thank you! 

Amy’s Angels:  If you have adopted an angel.. Please attach the angel tag to the outside of 
your wrapped gift and return to the Christmas tree area in the narthex no later than Sunday, 
December 5th.  We will be delivering the presents to the center after Coffee Fellowship that 
day.  Thank you for your participation and for bringing some joy to a child who is in crisis this 
Christmas season. 

  

Today’s music:  “While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, winter and 
summer, and day and night shall not cease” (Gen. 8:22).  Henry Alford called his hymn “After 
Harvest.” Hymnals today use the first phrase as the title – “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 
(#797 in our hymnal).  The term "harvest-home" is likely familiar to us in the U.S. only through 
its use in this hymn. The harvest-home celebrations that lie behind the hymn included a 
community gathering for a harvest supper with singing and celebration. During the 1800s the 
Church of England increasingly adopted the observation of harvest festivals on an 
independent, local basis, which involved bringing produce to the church for distribution to the 
poor.  Alford's hymn was among the first to be written specifically for such celebrations. 

Alford was quite the scholar, and he packed a lot into his hymn.  The 1st stanza of his 1844 
hymn has to do with the literal harvest time and a call to the people of God to praise Him for 
His faithfulness. 

In the stanzas that follow, Alford uses the harvest as a metaphor for the harvest of souls that 
will come at Christ’s return, basing his hymn on various “harvest” passages in the Bible: the 
parable of the tares (Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43), a direct quote from Mark 4:26-29 – “first the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn…”   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Alford includes an aspect of heaven in his last stanza that we can all look forward to: "Free 
from sorrow, free from sin; there forever purified." It is sweet to walk with God on earth, but 
how often we stray from that path! In heaven there is perfect holiness and purity; in heaven 
we will be, finally, all that God meant us to be. Then, in His presence, we will “raise the 
glorious harvest home!” 

 Katherine K. Davis is probably best known as the composer of “The Little Drummer 
Boy.” But two years prior to that song, she published an anthem under the pseudonym of John 
Cowley, setting her text to the Welsh tune Ash Grove.  The tune had been in limited use in 
evangelical hymnals in the United States with the text “The Master Hath Come” by Sarah 
Doudney (1841-1926). Davis’s use of the tune in her 1939 anthem brought the tune to 
broader prominence in the United States. 

 Drawing upon the Exodus narrative, the first stanza of “Let All Things Now Living” 
(#794 in our hymnal) alludes to the “pillar of fire shining forth in the night” (Exodus 13:21-22).  
Echoing the Psalms, especially Psalm 148, the text calls forth praise from all creatures toward 
God the Creator. We praise God because he made us and provides for us (stanza 1); we join 
our praise to that of the entire universe in a song of “hosanna and praise” (stanza 2). 

 Davis studied at Wellesley College (BA, 1914), where she won the Billings Prize for 
Composition, named after colonial New England composer, William Billings, usually regarded 
as the first choral music composer in America.  Following further study at the New England 
Conservatory of Music in Boston, she returned to Wellesley College to teach piano and music 
theory. After suffering from health problems, she shifted her efforts to composing, resulting in 
more than 800 vocal and instrumental compositions, from shorter pieces to operas and 
cantatas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11/21 – 12/4 Calendar Events 
 

Nov. 15 – 22 Operation Christmas Child Drop-off Center Open 
DROP-OFF CENTER HOURS 

Sunday    Nov. 21   12pm – 3pm 
Monday   Nov. 22   10am – 12pm 
 

Nov. 21    Deacons Meeting    
 9:00am 
Nov. 22    Session Meeting     
 7:00pm 
Nov. 23    Bible Study     
  1:00pm 
Nov. 24    Choir      
   7:00p 
Nov. 28   Reach Out 
Nov 30   Bible Study     

  1:00pm 
Dec. 1   Choir      

   7:00pm 
Dec. 2   Ladies Club     

  6:30pm 
Dec. 2  CrossCurrents will be mailed out.  If you have anything  you 

would like to submit, please email the office by  Monday, November 29.  
Thanks. 

  secretary@gracecommunitypresbyterian.org 

 
Five Things I’m Thankful For: 

 
1) _________________________________ 

2) _________________________________ 

3) _________________________________ 

4) _________________________________ 

5) _________________________________ 



Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
2751 Grant Street, Lower Burrell, PA 15068 
(724) 339-9661 
Website:  www.gracecommunitypresbyterian.org 
 
Worship Service is at 10:00am 
 
Church Staff: 
Pastor:   Doug Marshall, Interim Pastor 
      doug@gracecommunitypresbyterian.org 
Secretary:    Wendy Stein Clark 
     
 secretary@gracecommunitypresbyterian.org 
Christian Ed.: Bill Ludwig (interim) 
Organist:    Kenneth Mc Geary 
Treasurer:  Ray Zerjav 
Custodian:  John Baron and Paul Zunich 
 


